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The Government has recently announced its long-term rehousing arrangement for re
sidents of Wang Fuk Court, propesing to acquire the property rights of seven blocks affec
ted by the catastrophic fire. As the blaze was unprecedented in Hong Keng's history and
displaced a substantial number of households, the authorities have pledged to uphold th
e principle of "balancing compassion, reason and legality, with compassion as the priorit
y". By offering above-market compensation and a range of rehousing options, the pr'.\fu-'
sal has secured broad support from different sectors of society as well as the majority,-_’%j
ffected residents. According to the plan, those who accept the buyout may select new flat
s as early as September and move in during the fourth quarter. For families who have'.-.ﬁé
n anxiously awaiting a stable home, the prospect of rebuilding their lives now appeaﬁ_’fg{t
hin reach.

()

Howewver, Wang Chi House differs fundamentally from the other seven blocks. As it di
d not suffer severe structural damage, it has been excluded from both the acquisition and
the "flat-for-flat” scheme. Consequently, its 248 households remain ocutside the scope of t
he current arrangement. Yet, in view of the long-term implications of the aftermath for H
ong Kong society, and placing oneself in the shoes of all affected residents, the Governm
ent should incorporate Wang Chi House into the rehousing framework so as to resohve th

e long-term housing issue in a holistic manner.

The only distinction between Wang Chi House and the other seven blocks lies in the f
act that it was not severely damaged and may remain habitable after necessary repairs. Pr
eliminary investigations indicate that 60% to 70% of households are willing to return. Giv
en the need to respect private property rights and the insufficient legal basis for a unified
acquisition, the Government's decision to first address the rehousing needs of the other s
even blocks is pragmatic. Nevertheless, Wang Chi House forms an integral part of Wang
Fuk Court. The long-term housing arrangements of its residents are an inescapable comp
onent of the overall resettlement effort and should not be indefinitely deferred. The hous
ing needs of 248 households are by no means trivial. Prolonged delay may give rise to fur
ther complications, potentially undermining the hard-eamed results of the recovery proc

ess and eroding the fragile social consensus that has been achieved.

Indeed, the handling of Wang Chi House is even more complex than that of the other
blocks. Cheng Yuk-kam, former President of the Hong Kong Institute of Housing, has poi
nted out that whether Wang Chi House can continue to exist independently in the long te

rm constitutes a legal impasse. Although the building itself was not severely damaged, it

s governed by a single land lease and a unified deed of mutual covenant. The estate's co
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mmon areas, land interests and management obligations are legally indivisible. Even if re
sidents are permitted to remain, questions concerning the apportionment of maintenanc
e costs and the division of management authority cannot be resolved under existing lega

| frameworks.

The Government has indicated that it remains attentive to the concerns and aspiratio
ns of Wang Chi House residents. Deputy Financial Secretary Michael Wong Wai-lun recen
thy stated in a radio programme that should more than half of the residents reach a ¢
consensus, the authorities would consider extending the scope of acquisition. An outpg3c
h team will engage directly with homeowners to ascertain their views, and no deadlingTia

s been imposed for the formation of consensus.

If policymakers are prepared to approach the matter from the standpeoint of genumie
empathy, a more decisive solution is available. Incorporating Wang Chi House into th »~ ¢
quisition and "flat-for-flat" arrangement would address the residents' long-term housing
needs in an integrated and coherent manner. After all, these residents face circumstances
and legal predicaments largely comparable to those confronting other residents of Wang
Fuk Court. They should not be left isolated and figuratively stranded as an "island”. Even i
f such a mowe entails an additional outlay of several hundred million dollars in public fun
ds, the expenditure would likely command public understanding and support if it secures

lasting housing stability and serves the broader interests of Hong Kong society.

Af present, the proposal remains at the stage of policy explanation and Legislative Co
uncil deliberation, and the required public expenditure must be incorporated into the Bu

dget for approval. It is not too late to refine and expand the scope of the scheme.
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«Strand (EFE /&2 FEN)

To leave somebody in a place from which they have no way of leaving.
| - The strike left thousands of tourists stranded at the airport.

One of the different parts of an idea, a plan, a story, etc.

# : He heard every strand of political opinion.

«Holistic ( 23287 - = EE7 adj.)

Considering a whole thing or being to be maore than a collection of parts.
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# - A holistic approach to afterlife.
sOutreach [ SEEEn.)

The activity of an organizaton that provides a service or advice to people in the com
munity, especially those who cannot or are unlikely to come to an office, a hospital, etc. fo
r help.

O

#l - The efforts to expand the outreach to the senior voters.
#EE
I. ‘b-l
*Pragmatic ( #5567 - HREEXFEN  adj.) (&)

£t BENEEEHSapagmatic ' SERE TEE, e TEEEEs
71 ¢

{9 : The proposal may be seen as a pragmatic solution under financial constraints.

FEEEESESARTREFER - HFUE - EFESEEEE © b practical E
R WERESERIGEE -

«Social consensus TEEE
LEERHRETRRENTSET EEEEANEE -
sLegal impasse :EEER

B TE2EE, (legal problems ) ¢+ "legal impasse” E5IEFE£  BEEREEE
SEHEEEGERERTMENME -

+Public expenditure 25FEE

EEHESERE TAEZE S, (publicmoney) ' EEAESEERBEE - E2SEATA
EERARMTESR:

Should the government spend more public money on social welfare?

Should minority interests be protected at high cost?
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I social harmony more important than economic efficiency?
How should society respond to natural disasters?
EEESR

+2%15 ( The Power of Balanced Argument )
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"Given the need to respect private property rights and the insufficient legal basis\f'c{r
a unified acquisition, the Government's decision to first address the rehousing needs of t

he other seven blocks is pragmatic.”
FETER

"Mevertheless, Wang Chi House forms an integral part of Wang Fuk Court. The long-t
erm housing arrangements of its residents are an inescapable component of the overall r
esettlement effort and should not be indefinitely deferred. ™
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«#828 ( From Emetion to Analysis )
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governance (&3 )
legal structure ( FESRE )
policy coherence [ BTE—Ei% )

long-term stability { SEEEEE )
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